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CHARITY CRICKET MATCH - Thank you to everyone who 

supported the Charity Cricket Match on the 9th of August; 

particular thanks must go to Irene (who sorted the raffle), Catie 

(who arranged the cakes and refreshments) and Den (for umpiring 

so very fairly)! We raised a total of £456 for MND and also raised 

the profile of the Cricket Club (established 1839, so not long till our      

200th birthday!). For those 

who follow such things, 

Alkham CC won the toss 

and put the All-comers 

into bat; the All-comers 

scored 121 for 4 (Naris 16, 

Waggott 23, S Milroy 29 

and Max K 15; Foster 2 for 22) and Alkham replied with 83 all out 

(Simpson 12 and Foster T 23; Tapsell 3 for 28, Callaway 2 for 9). Of 

course, the real winner  was cricket! If you would like to join 

Alkham CC (as a player or supporter) or to make a donation to club 

funds, please contact me on 07947 016697 and I will add you to 

the WhatsApp group! We are hoping to have a few games next 

year, including a charity match (again for MND) in honour of our 

greatly missed President, Mark Loveday, so the Meadow will, once 

again, echo to the delightful sound of leather on willow (often 

followed by the groan of a missed catch!). Paul Tapsell 

APOSTROPHE - The Newlyns Meadow road sign doesn’t have 

an apostrophe, which it should, as it was named after Vic Newlyn. 

Googling this, it says that British Standard 7666 restricts the use 

of punctuation marks on road signs to ensure that the name is 

clear and unambiguous for postal and emergency services. As 

Michael Caine might have said, ‘not a lot of people know that’ 

including me, but if it’s written the apostrophe can be put back, 

as in the article on page three. Brian Wimsett  

ALKHAM AUTUMN CEILIDH - Come and join us for the village 

autumn Ceilidh. Dancing to a live band, Jiggy With It, and with 

an experienced caller will guide you through the dances so 

anyone can join in, this has to be of the most sociable and 

enjoyable ways to spend an evening. Date 10th October 2026 - 

Venue - Alkham Village Hall -Time 19.30 - 23.30 - Cost £12.50 

per ticket (Ploughman’s Supper included). Bring your own 

drinks. Interested? Please contact Graham Bissett 07789 690786 

or graham.bissett@talk21.com to reserve your places. Strictly 

limited to 70 tickets.  

 

ALKHAM RESIDENTS WHAT’S APP  

In a previous newsletter we announced a 

new ‘What’s App’ Community for Alkham 

Residents. Of course, this is not designed 

to replace our fantastic newsletter, but it 

helps keep time critical updates available 

for everyone and it allows people to join 

specific chat groups that they have an 

interest in without getting the ‘noise’ from 

the chats that they are not interested in. 

The invite to join the community is below 

and there is a standing offer to run a 

workshop to help people understand how 

to use ‘What’s App’ and indeed anything 

to do with a smartphone! We just need 

your response, and a workshop can be 

created at the Village Hall with a variety of 

willing volunteers on hand with practical, 

help, hints and tips. Please remember the 

only stupid question is the one that no-

one asks and I’m very good at asking 

stupid questions on behalf of anonymous 

people! Please join and/or let us know if 

there’s a desire for a one-hour smart 

phone workshop one Saturday morning?  

Kev Rolfe - 07857 305044  

BEAUJOLAIS NOUVEAU NIGHT at the 

Village Hall on Saturday November 21st 

19:30 - 11:30. It will be a limited ticket-

only event, details to 

follow on the 

Alkham Village 

Residents Facebook 

page. A four-course 

meal will be 

provided with, of 

course, Beaujolais 

Nouveau!! If you 

would be interested please send a text 

with your name and numbers to 

either Graham Bissett: 07789 690786 

or Geoff Bartlett: 07962 217128. 

 



 

CARPENTRY - I am quite handy with a saw and drill but not so good with my teeth when it comes 

to woodwork. We were using a large piece of trunk from a felled apple tree as a footrest when my 

wife told me that she had seen a bee, she thought, land on the stump and crawl into a hole. When 

I investigated the following day I found a cone of saw dust which I 

scraped away to reveal a perfectly round hole. I sat there for some time 

hoping I would see the little carpenter and get a photograph. I also did 

some research and found that there is a solitary bee, that for obvious 

reasons is called the carpenter bee. It chews out a hole several inches 

deep and lays a small number of eggs within a pollen sack, each 

separated by a sawdust wall. So, it’s nothing like my honeybees with the 

queen, workers and drones who form large colonies. Only a few metres 

away I found a now redundant piece of construction timber with a similar 

hole in the end of it. I did not manage to get a photograph of a carpenter 

bee, but an inquisitive wasp dropped by with unknown intensions although, 

like bees, there are solitary wasps who will use the carpenter bee home for 

its own breeding purposes, using the developing bees as a food source. The 

bumblebee Conservation Trust estimates there are an astounding 270 

species of bees in the UK.  Around 250 species are solitary bees such as 

carpenter bees, mining bees and mason bees.  Alan Latham 

HAVE TIMES CHANGED? – In the August edition there was an article entitled ‘Crisps and 

Crumpets’ which related to an evening in the village hall where some men dressed as women, 

and Helen Scopes came as a suitably dressed Calendar Girl, to wait on the tables in the hall. It 

was a great evening but a response to the article was ‘Wow, but it wouldn’t be allowed today’. 

It’s difficult to see any reason why it couldn’t be repeated, and there are plenty of people in the 

village who would be sporting enough to do it again. There were a number of similar events in 

the past, but perhaps the Slave Auction in the village hall in 2002 might fall foul of the PC Brigade. 

The event was to raise funds for the Queen’s Jubilee celebrations, and the idea was that people 

in the village would offer their services, such as gardening, washing, tuition etc., which would be 

auctioned to the highest bidder. However, it wasn’t as popular as Crisps and Crumpet, and again 

Paul Tapsell was the accomplished auctioneer. The first slave had a chain round his neck and a 

ball and chain round his ankle and was dragged across the floor by his father, who then offered 

his services to clean someone’s car. There were various 

donations which were auctioned and over £700 was raised 

on the night. There were numerous events to celebrate the 

Queen’s Golden Jubilee one of which was a cricket match, 

where the first ball was bowled by the renowned Brian 

Luckhurst, and Den Barnard shone once again with 66 runs. 

He did not do so well when they played the W.I. the 

previous year on the flooded green, however he did swim 

the length of the pitch.  Brian Wimsett 

NEWSLETTER – WhatsApp is a good forum and does what the article on page 1 says. The 

Newsletter is not immediate, but please keep sending items to go in it, either by emailing 

brianwimsett@hotmail.com, or leaving them in the Local Mail Box at the top of the drive behind 

The Old Post Office a short distance up Slip Lane. 

 

 

 

 



 

MARTINVALE – Zoopla says the house has been sold subject to 

contract, so it seemed a good time to write about its history. 

Martinvale was built in 1846 for Matthew White, the village 

blacksmith, who moved from his premises behind Forstal 

Cottage, which later became the Alkham School (shown below) 

with Sarah White, Matthew’s daughter, being the first teacher 

there. Matthew was 

72 at that time, and it 

is possible that his 

son took over the forge, and records show there was 

another family living in Martinvale as well. The house is 

mainly built of flint but has several bricks and some 

have been inscribed with the builder’s or owner’s 

name. As shown in the photo, one was Henry Ladd, 

who chiseled his name in a brick together with the date, 

and came from an 

Alkham family, whose father is buried in Alkham churchyard. There 

is also a historical tablet in the path behind the workshop which 

says, ‘Morris Dedit Nov. 1890’ or ‘Morris gave’. It came from St. 

Mary’s church at Capel, and Captain Alfred Morris paid for the 

Lych-gate there and may have stayed at Martinvale. The map at 

the top shows the large plot of land that it was built on, and in the past there was a building at 

the top corner, which may account for the new house being adjacent to the Valley Road. The 

photo on the right shows the house and a single 

storey attachment with shutters, which was the 

smithy, and a garden wall can be seen to the left on 

which bricks were laid later to make another 

workshop. The photograph was taken in 1910 and at 

that time it was a post office which moved there 

from Coachman’s Cottage, and the post box can be 

seen on the wall of the house with the Alkham Post 

Office sign above.  Mrs. Harvey, the Post Mistress, is 

standing at the door and the shutters for the old 

blacksmith’s can be seen to her left. The post office ran 

into difficulties 6 years later and moved to the row of 

houses that used to be behind the Marquis of Granby. 

Martinvale is a historic Alkham house, but it is not a listed 

building, although it was treated as such when the small 

conservatory at the rear of the house was added, as the 

planning authorities were quite pedantic. They obviously 

thought it was of some importance, especially as it is 180 

years old and part of Alkham’s history. Brian Wimsett 

HARVEST FESTIVAL - An American Supper will be held on Saturday the 3rd of October at St. 

Radigund’s church in Capel, and the cost is £5 per person. Please contact Audrey Goaten on 

07869574577 to reserve a place. Rachel Hogben 

 

 

Old Smithy 

Martinvale 



ALL ADVERTS ARE FREE 
 

ALKHAM VILLAGE HALL - Bookings Team: M: 07585 398235  
E: bookings@villagehall.alkham.org W: villagehall.alkham.org 

REGULAR EVENTS IN THE VILLAGE HALL 
Tuesday Keep Fit 10.00 am to 11.30am  

Tuesday Alcohol Anonymous meeting 7.30pm to 9pm 

Wednesday Valley Voices 7.30pm to 9.00pm  

Thursday 6.30pm to 7.30pm Yoga with Janet 

Friday Pilates 10am to 11am 

CONTACT DETAILS 
POLICE 999 or 101      
NEWSLETTER brianwimsett@hotmail.com 
PARISH CLERK AND COUNCILLORS 
clerk@alkhamparishcouncil.org.uk 
HALL BOOKING – See top of box above 
AVS joannawalker777@gmail.com 821641 alkhamvs.org   
W.I. Debbie Griggs 07796360473 griggs.debbie@googlemail.com 
MP Mike Tapp   mike.tapp.mp@parliament.uk  
KCC email Paul.King@kent.gov.uk 
DDC cllr-martin.hibbert@dover.gov.uk 07796444860 
LOCAL SITES alkham.org  alkhamparishcouncil.org.uk 

CHURCH SERVICES are still taking place and start at 
10.00am. October: 18th Capel 9th Alkham 11th Hougham and 25th  

Capel - Messy Church at 15.00 October 10th   

Rachel Hogben Church Warden 

91 BUS TIMES 
 To Dover 744 0816 0959 1133 1327 1501 1724  

Sat 0959 1133 1327 1501 
To Folkestone 0919 1053 1247 1421 1619 1628 1809  

Sat 1053 1247 1421 1624 
Assumed correct check on www.stagecoachbus.com/timetables 

CHAPMAN ELECTRICAL 

Phone 

01303813342 

mobile: 

077188 81010 

 

Tai Chi 
Wednesday, 3.30 - 4.30 PM 

Wootton Village Hall 
Friday, 11.00 AM - 12.00 PM 
Hawkinge Community Centre 

Contact Anna Dashwood 
07736 849 194 www.pfstaichi.com 

Wolverton Farm Fire Wood 
All our wood is seasoned and ready to burn! 

We have been selling wood for 2! Ton 
bags, small trailers, large trailers and mega 
loads.  We also sell kindling in large bags! 

Please get in touch. You can call us, text us or 
WhatsApp us: 07717303878 We are also on 

Instagram:wolvertonfarmfirewood 

THE CROWN INN AT FINGLESHAM 
PUB * RESTAURANT * EVENTS * LODGES 
Serving Weekend Breakfast 8.30am till 11am 

Lunch & Dinner 7 days a week 2 course set 
meal Mon - Fri (exc. wed) for £15 

Wednesdays & Sundays are Roast days 
Events Barn for a function - 10 Holiday chalets  

 www.crowninnatfinglesham.co.uk 
01304 612555 

 YOUNGS ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES LTD 
BOOKKEEPING, CORPORATION TAX, PAYROLL/CIS, PERSONAL TAX, SECRETARIAL, VAT 
contactyoungstoday@gmail.com  Based in Alkham - 07704 518251 

Alkham Valley Tree Surgery    
Fully insured 30 years' experience 01304 828164 

General maintenance, repairs and renovations. Exterior and 
interior services. Carpentry, plumbing, windows, doors and more 

01304 732132 email: contact@apolloproperty.services 

            Local Watchmaker 
           Service & Repairs to all makes 

                  of vintage & modern timepieces. 
                Battery changes to full Servicing. 

Also, Pocket Watches. 
                            07986 424293  
        Email: chronoexserv@hotmail.com 
 Competitive rates for residents of Alkham Parish. 

 
 
  
  

Pilates + Classes @ Alkham Village Hall 

Friday mornings 10 to 11am 
£8pp Julie Watt, REPs qualified instructor 

Just turn up or phone 07825109670 

Email pilates.mbs@ gmail.com 

Whitfield Computer Services 
                        Lee Eversfield fdsc 

Hardware & software problems  Installations 
Upgrades  Repairs  Internet set-up 

Virus removal  General advice 
    No fix – No fee Tel: 01304 204227 OAP special rates 

E-Mail: lee.eversfield@btinternet.com 

OIL BOILER SERVICE Est 1987 
Friendly Family Service 

For routine service and emergency 
breakdowns contact 
P & V QUENBY LTD 

01227 760428 07768 594147 

Coastal Mowers and Plant 
Garden Machinery, Power Tools 

 & Small Plant 
Repairs – Service – Sales 

07867 368 508 01304 829224 

Unit 3, Honeywood House, Honeywood Road, 
Whitfield, Dover CT16 3 EH 

 Yin Yoga – village hall 
Alkham £8 Thursday 6.30-7.30pm 

Capel £10 Monday 6.30-7.45pm  
Contact Janet 07812678124 
janet28@protonmail.com 

WALMER TILE CENTRE 
1 The Strand Walmer, Deal CT147DY 

Full range of interior wall and floor tiles 
and 20mm exterior floor tiles Full 

bathroom supply and fit service Free 
quotation service. 

07725695455 www.walmertiles.co.uk 
 LEARN HOW TO LINE DANCE 

Sessions held in Alkham Village Hall  
7.30pm Monday 21st of September 

 Contact Debbie Griggs 07796360473 
griggs.debbie@googlemail.com 

GRAHAM WEST 
General Maintenance General household repairs 

Electrical Installation Specialist 
Painting decorating, Small plumbing, Woodwork 

Specialist electrical installations 
07973330890 graham.west28@hotmail.com 

CAR & VAN SERVICING 
MOTS, TYRES & EXHAUSTS 

BRAKES, CLUTCHES & REPAIRS 
DIAGNOSTICS 

POULTON SERVICE & EXHAUST CENTRE 
HOLLOW WOOD ROAD, DOVER CT17 0UB 

01304 201235 

mailto:mike.tapp.mp@parliament.uk
http://www.alkhamparishcouncil.org.uk/
mailto:contactyoungstoday@gmail.com

